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Mission:

• To improve the diagnosis, 

prevention, and treatment of 

bladder cancer through the 

application of biologic markers
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Mission:

• Improve bladder cancer 

outcomes through evidence-

based treatment

• Develop practical educational 

tools applicable to the global 

urologic community



Ashish M. Kamat, MDAshish M. Kamat, MD

Membership

• includes urologists, medical 

oncologists, radiation oncologists, 

statisticians, researchers with

bladder cancer expertise

• by application

• payment of dues
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Membership

• includes urologists, medical 

oncologists, radiation oncologists, 

statisticians, researchers with

bladder cancer expertise

• by invitation

• no dues
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• US pathologists (Cote, Cordon-Cardo, 

Waldman) + urologists (Grossman, Fradet) 

replied to NCI RFA on bladder marker 

network

• Inaugural meeting (1997) on diagnostic 

and prognostic markers

- Grant supported (NCI)

• IBCN incorporated in Germany in 2006
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• Urologists from Europe, 

North America, Asia – unmet need to 

address knowledge gaps in bladder cancer

• Inaugural meeting (2006) to discuss 

best practice BCG immunotherapy

- Industry support (Sanofi)

• IBCG incorporated in USA in 2018
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Current Board Members
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IBCN Publications
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IBCN Publications
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Impact
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Founding Members

Ashish Kamat, MD Roger Buckley, MD J Alfred Witjes, MD, PhD Mark Soloway, MD Marc Colombel, MD Raj Persad, MD

Donald Lamm, MD Joan Palou, MD, PhD Maurizio Brausi, MD Andreas Bohle, MD
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Health Services 
Research (HSR)

Stephen Williams, MD, FACS
Director

HSR arm of the IBCG: Collaborative source for global clinicals and researchers to improve 
population health of bladder cancer patients.

Sima Porten, MD Yair Lotan, MD Shahrokh F. Shariat, MD Sia Daneshmand, MD Angela B. Smith, MD, MS

Sarah Psutka, MD, MS Petros Grivas, MD, PhD Hugh Mostafid, MDc, FRCS Patrick J. Hensley, MD Niyati Lobo, MD Shilpa Gupta, MD
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Impact



Relatore
Note di presentazione
Given the non-specific protective effects of BCG vaccination against viral infection, it has been hypothesized that these benefits extend to COVID-19. Countries with a BCG vaccination program had a lower daily incidence of COVID-19 (0.8 per million) compared to those countries without such a program (34.8 per million)97. Furthermore, both mortality and crude case fatality rate were lower in countries with a BCG vaccination program compared to those without (0.08 per million and 4.1% vs. 34.8 per million and 5.1% respectively). This study got a lot of media attention



www.bcgbadas.org

Texas
Jeffrey Cirillo, PhD
Ashish M. Kamat, MD, MBBS 
Andrew DiNardo, MD

California
Moshe Arditi, MD

ClinicalTrials.gov Identifier: NCT04348370

https://health.tamu.edu/experts/jeffrey-cirillo.html
https://faculty.mdanderson.org/profiles/ashish_kamat.html
https://www.bcm.edu/people/view/andrew-dinardo-m-d/b1719098-ffed-11e2-be68-080027880ca6
https://bio.cedars-sinai.org/moshea/index.html
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IBCG/AUA Bladder Cancer Forum
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Opportunities for Collaboration
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Annual Meetings

• Early stage researchers

• Chalk board talks – forum for exchange of 

ideas

22

Annual Meetings

• Develop consensus guidelines

- Needs based (e.g. FDA)

- Society based (e.g. SITC)

Regional Cancer Care Guidelines

• Chilean Bladder Cancer Guidelines (lead: 

Mario Fernandez)

• Reliance Foundation (Mumbai)

• ECHO platform (Global)
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Collaborative Projects

• Tissue Microarray

• P53 Tissue Microarray via MD Anderson 

SPORE program

• Incubator for marker based 

studies
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Collaborative Projects

• IBCG Registry

• International BCG registry

• Virtual tissue based studies

• AI based pathology assessment
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THANK YOU!

ASHISH M. KAMAT, MD, MBBS, FACS
akamat@mdanderson.org

@URODOCASH

mailto:akamat@mdanderson.org
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